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Submissions made during Recommendation Stage 
No. Name / Organisation / Interested Party Ref Receipt Date 

1. Robert Sweetham 11 May 2021 

2. Exolum Pipeline System Limited 26 May 2021 

3. Sue Freestone 16 July 2021 

 

 
Submissions made during Decision Stage 
No. Name / Organisation / Interested Party Ref Receipt Date 

1. National Grid Electricity Transmission plc 11 April 2022 

2. Western Power Distribution (South West) PLC 11 April 2022 

3. North Somerset Council 12 April 2022 

4. West of England Combined Authority 12 November 
2021 



From: 

To: 

Subject: 

 

 
Metrowest1 

Development Consent Application-Portishead Branch Line (Metro West Phase 1) Order Section 102A 
Planning Act 2008 -North Somerset District Council. Further Representation by Land Owner (Bimcorp Ltd) re 
title number including development plots 1... 

Date: 11 May 2021 21:32:24 

Attachments: IMG_3510.JPG 
IMG_3513.JPG 
IMG_3523.JPG 

 

Dear sir 

 

I know the deadline for submissions has passed but I thought you should see the attached 

screenshots of a national television program reporting on local elections at Bristol on 29th April. 

The site location is indicated by hand on the second image. 

 

This iconic image is taken as defining Bristol. 

Thank you 

Rw sweetnam 

Bimcorp ltd 
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From: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Date: 

Attachments: 

 

 
Exolum Pipeline System Limited - Update on Protective Provisions Agreement [VWV-LIVE.FID1617615] 

26 May 202117:54:48 

PINS - Further Update on PPA - I Q  -  26 os 21 PPE 
 

 

 

Dear Sirs 

 

We act for Exolum Pipeline System Limited (formerly CLH Pipeline System (CLH-PS) 

Limited). 

 
Please see the attached correspondence regarding the Protective Provisions Agreement 

currently being negotiated between Exolum and the Promoter in relation to the 

MetroWest Phase 1 scheme. 

 
Please acknowledge receipt of this email t  

 
Kind regards, 

Beth 

Bethan Sykes 

Solicitor 

 

DD:-IM 

Ext:- 

 
Veale Wasbrough Vizards LLP 

Narrow Quay House, Narrow Quay, Bristol BSl 40A 

DX 7831 Bristol 

T: 0117 925 2020 I F: 0117 925 2025 

www.vwy.co.yk I Offices in London, Watford, Bristol & Birmingham I Lawyers & Parliamentary Agents 

 

Please note that our Standards and Terms were updated on 16 November 2020 and this 

version applies to the provision of our services 

 
Coronavirus - Important Information 

We would like to reassure you that business at VWV continues as usual. Whilst the health 

and safety of our staff, clients and community is our utmost priority, we are doing 

everything possible to ensure that our services remain uninterrupted. Our lawyers are all 

equipped to work securely from home and remain available as normal via email or phone. 

You can find their contact details on our website and email footers. 

For more information on the approach we are taking and how we can support you, 

please click h.er.e.. 

Service of documents: until further notice, service of claim forms, application notices and 

http://www.vwy.co.yk/


all other court documents and contractual notices should be made only by email; all other 

correspondence should likewise be sent via email (using the email address of the above 

sender). Should service of documents or contractual notices be attempted by post, 

courier, DX or fax, we cannot, in the current circumstances, give any assurance that they 

will be received or dealt with. Thank you for your cooperation and understanding. 
 

Fraud prevention: Please ask for confirmation of our bank details via your usual contact at Veale Wasbrough 

Vizards LLP (VWV) before transferring any money to us. We will not take responsibility if you transfer money to 

an incorrect bank account. If you receive an email from us requesting your bank details or purporting to amend 

our bank details, please telephone your usual contact at VWV immediately to clarify. 
 

Veale Wasbrough Vizards LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales, registered 

number OC384033, VAT registration number GB 172 8860 77, registered office Narrow Quay House, Narrow 

Quay, Bristol BS1 4QA. A list of members may be inspected at the registered office. The term Partner means a 

member of Veale Wasbrough Vizards LLP or a senior employee of equivalent standing. Veale Wasbrough 

Vizards LLP is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA 597329). 

Files attached to this email have been checked with virus detection software prior to transmission but you 

should still carry out your own virus check before opening any attachment. Veale Wasbrough Vizards LLP does 

not accept liability for any damage or loss which may be caused by software viruses. The contents of this email 

and any attachments are the property of Veale Wasbrough Vizards LLP and are intended for the confidential 

use by the named recipient only. They may be legally privileged and should not be communicated to, or relied 

upon by, any other party without our written consent. If you are not the addressee please notify us immediately 

at the above address or by email to central@vwv.co.uk. 
 

mailto:central@vwv.co.uk


 
 

Bristol office 
Narrow Quay House, Narrow Quay, Bristol BS1 4QA 
T: 0117 925 2020 | F: 0117 925 2025 
DX: 7831 Bristol 

 
 
 
 

The Planning Inspectorate 
Temple Quay House 
Temple Quay 
Bristol 
BS1 6PN 
By e-mail: Metrowest1@planninginspectorate.gov.uk 

 

Our ref:  BS/DB/4CH58/0023 
Your ref: 
DDI: 
Doc no: 23548574v1 

26 May 2021 

 
 

Dear Sirs 
 

Portishead Branch Line - MetroWest Phase 1 ("the Scheme") 
Ongoing Negotiations of Protective Provisions Agreement 
Our Client: Exolum Pipeline System Limited (formerly CLH Pipeline System (CLH-PS) 
Limited) ("Exolum") 

We write further to our correspondence dated 14 April 2021 to provide a further update on the 
negotiation of the Protective Provisions Agreement ("Agreement") between Exolum and North 
Somerset Council ("the Promoter"). 

 

As explained in previous correspondence, we received an undertaking for costs from the Promoter 
and Network Rail's comments on the Agreement on 23 March 2021. We reviewed these comments 
and responded with our own draft comments on 12 April 2021, which we confirmed were final on 14 
April 2021. We also requested a further undertaking for costs. 

 

To date, we have not received any comments on the Agreement, an undertaking for costs or any 
other substantive engagement or update from the Promoter's solicitors, Womble Bond Dickinson 
("WBD"), despite chasing. 

 

Exolum remains committed to collaborating with the Promoter to reach agreement of the few 
outstanding points swiftly. We ask that PINS retains the issue of protection of Exolum's pipeline as a 
live issue pending resolution of the Agreement. If the Agreement does not reach a conclusion, we 
will need to provide further submissions to PINS or directly to the Secretary of State. 

 

In addition, we note that we have not received an explanation for the absence of paperwork or 
correspondence from PINS, including any notifications of hearings at which we would have been 
able to present on the issues as they affect Exolum. Please would you reply to explain why we 
received no paperwork from you during the examination period and please ensure that we receive 
any relevant correspondence in future. We reserve our client's position with regard to any prejudice 
caused by this. 

 

Exolum looks forward to hearing from WBD urgently regarding the Agreement. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully 
 

 
vwv.co.uk | Offices in London, Watford, Bristol & Birmingham 

 

Lawyers & Parliamentary Agents 
Veale Wasbrough Vizards LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales, registered 
number OC384033, registered office Narrow Quay House, Narrow Quay, Bristol BS1 4QA. A list of members 
may be inspected at the registered office. The term Partner means a member of Veale Wasbrough Vizards 
LLP or a senior employee of equivalent standing. Veale Wasbrough Vizards LLP is authorised and regulated 
by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA 597329). A member of the Association of European Lawyers 
with representative offices throughout the EU & Central & Eastern Europe. 

mailto:Metrowest1@planninginspectorate.gov.uk


V-eale Wasbrough Vizards LLP 
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From: Sue Freestone 

Sent: 16 July 2021 17:13 

To: Bartkowiak, Bart <Bart.Bartkowiak@planninginspectorate.gov.uk> 

; Philip Brown 

 
Subject: Land in Easton-in-Gordano 

 

 
Dear Bart, 

 

 
I hope you are well. 

 

 
As the lease agreement is now in place with MetroWest, I write to confirm that my brother and I 

withdraw our objection to the current DCO. However, we reserve the right to object to any future 

DCO that may arise in relation to the land in question. 

 

 
Kind regards, 

 

 
Sue Freestone 

 

 
Please note that the contents of this email and any attachments are privileged and/or confidential 
and intended solely for the use of the intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient of this 
email and its attachments, you must take no action based upon them, nor must you copy or show 
them to anyone. Please contact the sender if you believe you have received this email in error and 
then delete this email from your system. 

 
Recipients should note that e-mail traffic on Planning Inspectorate systems is subject to monitoring, 
recording and auditing to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. 
The Planning Inspectorate has taken steps to keep this e-mail and any attachments free from viruses. 
It accepts no liability for any loss or damage caused as a result of any virus being passed on. It is the 
responsibility of the recipient to perform all necessary checks. 

Cc: James Willcock 

mailto:Bart.Bartkowiak@planninginspectorate.gov.uk


The statements expressed in this e-mail are personal and do not necessarily reflect the opinions or 
policies of the Inspectorate. 

 
DPC:76616c646f72 

 



From: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Date: 

Attachments: 

 

 
Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) Development Consent Order application [BDB-BDB1.FID10786491] 

11 April 2022 16:54:14 

image001.png 

Letter to SoST withdrawing representation 11.04.22.PDF 
 

 

Dear Mr O’Hanlon, 

 
Please see the attached correspondence on behalf of our client National Grid Electricity Transmission plc, in relation to the above application for 

development consent by North Somerset Council. 

 
I would be grateful if you would acknowledge receipt of the attached. 

Kind regards, 

Ben Godfrey. 

 

 

 

Ben Godfrey Associate 

 
For and on behalf of BDB Pitmans LLP 

One Bartholomew Close, London EC1A 7BL 

 
 

 
 

WARNING – This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and may also be privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you should 

not copy, forward or use any part of it or disclose its contents to any person. If you have received it in error please notify our system manager 

immediately on +44 (0)20 7783 3555 or +44 (0)345 222 9222. This email and any automatic copies should be deleted after you have contacted the 

system manager. 

 

This email is sent from the offices of BDB Pitmans LLP, a limited liability partnership authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 

(SRA ID number 448617) and registered in England and Wales with registered number OC320798. A full list of members, referred to as partners by 

the firm, is available for inspection on request. BDB Pitmans LLP accepts no responsibility for software viruses and you should check for viruses 

before opening any attachments. 

 
Cybercrime Alert : If you receive an email purporting to be from someone at this firm and telling you that we have changed our bank details, it is 

likely to be from a criminal. Please do not reply to that email – instead ring the person you have been dealing with as soon as possible to check 

whether the change is genuine. 

 
Internet communications are not secure and therefore BDB Pitmans LLP does not provide any guarantee or warranty that this message or any 

attachments shall remain confidential. To ensure client service levels and business continuity BDB Pitmans LLP operates a policy whereby emails 

can be read by its employees or partners other than the addressee. This policy complies with the Telecommunications (Lawful Business Practice) 

(Interception of Communications) Regulations 2000. 
 

 
 
Metrowest1; 



 
 
 
 
 

 

For the attention of Kevin O'Hanlon 

Secretary of State for Transport 

Department for Transport 

Great Minster House 

33 Horseferry Road 

London 

SW1P 4DR 

 

Our Ref 

BNG/JLR/005694.0501 

Date 

11 April 2022 

 
 
 
 

By Email: 
 

 

Dear Sir 
 

Application by North Somerset Council for an Order granting Development Consent for the 
Portishead Branch Line - MetroWest Phase 1 ("the Order") 

 

As you will be aware from previous correspondence, we act for National Grid Electricity Transmission 

plc (“NGET”). 

 
NGET and the Applicant have now agreed a form of protective provisions for inclusion in the Order. We 

understand that the Applicant wrote to you by email on 8th March 2022 to submit to you a revised version 

of the Order (known as ‘Version 12’), which included the revised version of NGET’s protective provisions 

as agreed between NGET and the Applicant. 

 
On the basis that the agreed protective provisions are included on the face of the Order (save for any 

formatting or cross-referencing changes which may be required), NGET hereby withdraws its relevant 

representation dated 21 February 2020 for the purposes of section 127(1)(b) of the Planning Act 2008. 

 
We understand that the Applicant will shortly write to you formally to request that it agrees to the Order 

being made in Version 12 with the inclusion of the agreed protective provisions. 

Yours faithfully 
 

BDB Pitmans LLP 

  
 

 
Registered Office 
One Bartholomew Close 
London 
EC1A 7BL 
DX 339401 London Wall 

 

50/60 Station Road 
Cambridge 
CB1 2JH 

DX 339601 Cambridge 24 

 

The Anchorage 
34 Bridge Street 
Reading, RG1 2LU 

DX 146420 Reading 21 

 

Grosvenor House 
Grosvenor Square 
Southampton, SO15 2BE 
DX 38516 Southampton 3 

 
  

 

BDB Pitmans is the trading name of BDB Pitmans LLP which is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC320798. Its registered office and 

principal place of business is One Bartholomew Close, London EC1A 7BL where a list of members’ names is available for inspection. BDB Pitmans LLP is authorised and regulated by the 

Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA ID no 448617). We use the word partner to refer exclusively to a member of BDB Pitmans LLP. 

Please reply to: One Bartholomew Close 25390936.2 



 
 
 

cc Womble Bond Dickinson, FAO Richard Guyatt 
Planning Inspectorate 
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From: 

To: 

Cc: 

 

 
Metrowest1 

 

Subject: L to Planning Inspectorate - 8 April(116605555.1) [OC-OC_UK.FID3650392] 

Date: 11 April 2022 11:00:24 

Attachments: L to Planning Inspectorate - 11 Apri(116605555.1).pdf 
 

 

 
 

Dear PINS MetroWest team. 

Please see attached letter on behalf of Western Power Distribution (South West) PLC. 

Regards 

Neil Bromwich 

Partner 

for Osborne Clarke LLP 

2 Temple Back East, Bristol BS1 6EG 
 
 
 

 
………………………………………… 

 
Please consider the environment before printing this email. 

 
Osborne Clarke LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered 

number OC397443. Its registered office is at One London Wall, London, EC2Y 5EB. It is authorised 

and regulated in the UK by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) and is registered as a 

recognised body with SRA number 619990. More information about Osborne Clarke LLP can be 

found on our website here. The term ‘partner’ refers to a member of Osborne Clarke LLP. A list of 

members of Osborne Clarke LLP and their professional qualifications is available for inspection at the 

registered office. Any advice given by any individual member, employee, or consultant is the 

responsibility of Osborne Clarke LLP and not the individual. Osborne Clarke LLP is part of an 

international legal practice. 

 
This email is confidential and may also be privileged. It is intended for the use of the addressee only, 

except where the email states it can be disclosed. Any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of 

this communication without prior permission of the addressee is strictly prohibited. If you receive this 

email in error, please accept our apology and delete it. Email communications may be monitored by 

us, as permitted by applicable law and regulations. We believe, but do not warrant, that this email and 

any attachments are virus free, but please be careful as emails do not always originate from the 

source they purport to be from. We do not accept any liability for losses that result from malicious 

correspondence, or that you sustain as a result of software viruses. Attempts at bank account and 

invoice fraud against law firms and their clients are everywhere. Please note that we rarely, if ever, 

change our bank details. 

 
If we ever needed to we would never communicate that change by email and we would never do it at 

the same time as asking you to send funds or attaching an invoice for payment. Please be vigilant. If 

you receive an email that purports to be from Osborne Clarke LLP, but appears suspicious, please let 

us know immediately. We recommend that you do not act on or reply to the relevant email before 

having checked with us first. We would always recommend that you speak with us first before 

transferring any money. Unless otherwise expressly stated in writing Osborne Clarke LLP is not 

acting as our client's agent nor are we authorised by our client to enter into any contract on their 



behalf. 

Any confirmation contained in this email (or in any other form of communication) that any contractual 

terms or the content of any document are settled, confirmed or agreed (or other language to the same 

or equivalent effect) is therefore made expressly subject to contract. The use of any signature 

including, without limitation, an auto-signature on any emails from Osborne Clarke LLP does not 

constitute an offer or acceptance of contract. 

 
We've updated our Privacy & Confidentiality Policy to reflect our continuing use of cloud based 

technology solutions. 

 
………………………………………… 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

By Email only to: Metrowest1@planninginspectorate.gov.uk 

 
 

The Planning Inspectorate 
National Infrastructure Planning 
Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Bristol, BS1 6PN 

 
Our reference NPB/116605555/1108535 

Your reference TR040011 

 
11 April 2022 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 
 

Application by North Somerset Council for an Order granting Development Consent for the 
Portishead Branch Line – MetroWest Phase 1 (the "Application") 
Western Power Distribution (South West) PLC - withdrawal of relevant representation 

 
We act for Western Power Distribution (South West) PLC ("WPD"), who made a relevant representation 
to the Application on 14th January 2021. 

 
WPD and the Applicant have now reached a satisfactory agreement and commercial terms for the 
protection of WPD's apparatus. WPD confirm its agreement to the Protective Provisions. 

 
Accordingly, in light of the above, WPD withdraws its relevant representation to the above Application. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Osborne Clarke LLP 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Osborne Clarke LLP 

 
2 Temple Back East, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6EG or DX 7818 Bristol T +44 117 917 3000 F +44 117 917 3005 

 
Osborne Clarke LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC397443 whose registered office is at One London Wall, 
London EC2Y 5EB. It is authorised and regulated in the UK by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) and is registered as a recognised body with SRA number 619990. 

 

The term ‘partner’ refers to a member of Osborne Clarke LLP. A list of members of Osborne Clarke LLP and their professional qualifications is available for inspection at 
the registered office. Any advice given by any individual member, employee, or consultant is the responsibility of Osborne Clarke LLP and not the individual. 

Osborne Clarke LLP does not accept service by fax. 

Osborne Clarke LLP is part of an international legal practice. 

mailto:Metrowest1@planninginspectorate.gov.uk


From: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

 
 

Date: 

Attachments: 

 

 
Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) Development Consent Order – Update regarding representations of 

National Grid Electricity Transmission PLC and Western Power Distribution (South West) PLC [WBDUK- 

AC.FID26403138] 

12 April 2022 08:57:21 
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Letter to the SoSfT to adopt v12 DCO.pdf 
 

 

Dear Kevin O'Hanlon 

 
Please see attached letter on behalf of North Somerset Council as the Applicant for the Portishead Branch 

Line – MetroWest Phase 1 Scheme. 

 
Regards 

Tim 

Timothy Neergaard-Tedder 
Paralegal 

Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP 

 

 
 

COVID-19 alert - Please only send us post if it is essential 
 

Sign up for legal updates, e-newsletters and event invitations 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Timothy Neergaard-Tedder 
Paralegal 

Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP 
 

 

COVID-19 alert - Please only send us post if it is essential 

 
 

 
womblebonddickinson.com 

 

  

 

Sign up for legal updates, e-newsletters and event invitations 

 
 

womblebonddickinson.com 

k 

Metrowest1; 
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Please consider the environment! Do you need to print this email? 

 

 
The information in this e-mail and any attachments is confidential and may be legally privileged and protected by law. 

metrowest1@planninginspectorate.gov.uk only is authorised to access this e-mail and any attachments. If you are not 

metrowest1@planninginspectorate.gov.uk, please notif as soon as possible and delete any copies. 
Unauthorised use, dissemination, distribution, publication or copying of this communication or attachments is prohibited and may be unlawful. 

Information about how we use personal data is in our Privacy Policy on our website. 

 

Any files attached to this e-mail will have been checked by us with virus detection software before transmission. Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP 

accepts no liability for any loss or damage which may be caused by software viruses and you should carry out your own virus checks before opening 

any attachment. 

Content of this email which does not relate to the official business of Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP, is neither given nor endorsed by it. 

This email is sent by Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP which is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales under number 

OC317661. Our registered office is 4 More London Riverside, London, SE1 2AU, where a list of members' names is open to inspection. We use the 

term partner to refer to a member of the LLP, or an employee or consultant who is of equivalent standing. Our VAT registration number is 

GB123393627. 

 

Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP is a member of Womble Bond Dickinson (International) Limited, which consists of independent and autonomous 

law firms providing services in the US, the UK, and elsewhere around the world. Each Womble Bond Dickinson entity is a separate legal entity and is 
not responsible for the acts or omissions of, nor can bind or obligate, another Womble Bond Dickinson entity. Womble Bond Dickinson (International) 

Limited does not practice law. Please see www.womblebonddickinson.com/legal notices for further details. 
 

Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA number 449247). 
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Kevin O'Hanlon 
Department for Transport 
Great Minster House 
33 Horseferry Road 
London 
SW1P 4DR 

 

By email only 

3 Temple Quay 
Temple Back East 
Bristol 
BS1 6DZ 

 

Tel: 0345 415 0000 
Fax: 0345 415 6900 
DX: 200561 Bristol Temple Meads 

 

Our ref: 
TN2/TN2/PUBLIC.TN2 
Your ref: 
TR040011 

 
 
 
 

Dear Mr O'Hanlon 

 
Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) Development Consent Order – Update regarding 
representations of National Grid Electricity Transmission PLC and Western Power Distribution 
(South West) PLC 

 
I write to provide a final submission on the S127 representations of National Grid Electricity Transmission 
Plc (NGET) and Western Power Distribution (South West) Plc (WPD). 

 

Agreements have now been concluded with NGET and WPD in respect of their relevant representations 
which were made on 21 February 2020 and 14 January 2021 respectively. Accordingly, North Somerset 
Council as the Applicant now asks that the order should now include the protective provisions for both 
parties based on version 12 of the draft Development Consent Order that we supplied to you on 8 March 
2022. This version contains the agreed protective provisions for the parties. 

 
You should shortly receive submissions from these parties to confirm the withdrawal of their relevant 
representations in relation to the Application. 

 
 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

Timothy Neergaard-Tedder 
Paralegal 
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP 
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is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA number 449247). 
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP is a member of Womble Bond Dickinson (International) Limited, which consists of independent and autonomous 
law firms providing services in the US, the UK, and elsewhere around the world. Each Womble Bond Dickinson entity is a separate legal entity and is 
not responsible for the acts or omissions of, nor can bind or obligate, another Womble Bond Dickinson entity. Womble Bond Dickinson (International) 
Limited does not practise law. Please see notices for further details. 
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Grant Shapps MP 
Secretary of State for Transport 
Department for Transport 
Great Minster House 
33 Horseferry Road 
London 
SW1P 4DR 

 
 
 

Dear Grant 

 
Re: MetroWest Phase 1 – Portishead Line 

 
12 November 2021 

 

On the 20 October 2021, the decision was issued from your office to extend the statutory deadline to 
determine the application for the proposed rail Portishead Branch Line – MetroWest Phase 1 Development 
Consent Order (DCO) by up to a further six months (19 April 2022). This extension has significant financial, 
reputational and programme implications for North Somerset Council and West of England Combined 
Authority, as joint promoters. 

 
Only after 3-weeks, on the 10 November 2021, we received initial feedback, requesting further information 
on carbon budgets. We urgently need to understand whether provision of this information will address 
these “environmental matters”, which prevented the DCO decision being granted in a timely manner. This 
remains a key concern for us, with little ability to manage or mitigate further impacts. Each day that goes by 
we are incurring costs associated with a delay that has not been justified. This is not a sustainable position 
for the delivery of significant infrastructure at a regional level, and we expect your help to: 

- Understanding the issues and resolve the challenge as quickly as possible 
- Managing delays and costs 

 
Understanding the issues 
The scheme is at a critical stage in its delivery and its primary purpose to deliver modal switch from road to 
rail. The issues that may have arisen with other DCO schemes are issues that are not present with 
MetroWest Phase 1 and there are no major environmental campaign groups against our scheme. It was a 
very detailed DCO examination of the environmental and wider considerations of the merits of the scheme 
including examination of the Environmental Statement and Habitats Regulation Assessment. It also included 
a Report into the implications for European Sites (RIES). The information requested on carbon budgets is 
easily resolved, we will provide the information requested. We need to understand, as soon as possible, any 
remaining or related issues. 

 

Managing delays and costs 
Following an initial review with our delivery partners Network Rail, the scheme may accommodate up to a 
maximum three-month delay, albeit importing additional cost and risk to the programme. Delays beyond 
14 January result in key ecology windows being missed, with a net programme impact of at least 12 months. 
Whilst North Somerset Council and the Combined Authority are aligned on contingency to cover some 
unavoidable cost increase on the scheme, the impact on costs beyond 14 January 2022 will be in the order 
of an additional minimum £13m, an unacceptable figure for the project to bear. We must receive a positive 
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DCO decision by 14 January 2022 to facilitate continuation of the project. Without the DCO decision, we 
are already incurring additional costs now, into the hundreds of thousands in relation to, as examples: 

- Further legal and consultancy support 
- More expensive interventions – for example, vegetation clearance over the winter will have to be 

done manually rather than by machine. 
 

Considering these implications, North Somerset Council and the Combined Authority are requesting the 
Secretary of State to work with us to ensure the deliverability and affordability of the scheme, and an urgent 
discussion on additional costs. We are sure you want regions across the nation to deliver value for money 
public transport networks to support growth and decarbonise. We do not want unjustified delays to put 
that at risk for our region. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 

  

Patricia Greer Jo Walker 
CEO West of England Combined Authority CEO North Somerset Council 
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